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Criminal Investigation

CJA-241

Professor George F. (rip) Ripsom, MS, DABFE

Primary Thought

• "There is but one straight course, and that is to 
seek truth and pursue it steadily." 
– --George Washington 
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Criminal Investigation

• All lectures will take this format.
• We will have a lecture for at least the first 

½ of the session, then we will enjoy hands 
on projects.

• When you see my grandboy, the lecture is 
complete for the night, then we play.

• Tonight we will discuss the class rules, 
learn who is in the class, get our books.

Objectives – First meeting
• The student will learn 

– The classroom rules
– Fellow classmates
– The instructor
– The course the semester will follow
– What this course will endeavor to teach the student
– The student’s responsibilities
– The grading rubric 

• Homework
– Chapter 1 & Chapter 3 and Mincey vs. Arizona paper

Me
• George F. Ripsom, MS, DABFE  

(rip)
• How to contact me.

– Office (800) 527-2742
– E-mail GRipsom@ITT-Tech.edu
– Alt. gripsom@yahoo.com

• I am a forensic scientist/student
• I was an armed guard and a 

fingerprint specialist in the late 
60’s in Detroit
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Me
• During the Vietnam War I was an 

Army MP, in various locations
• I then became a police officer in 

Detroit, while also being a loss 
prevention manager

• I then joined the Los Angeles 
County Sheriff’s Department

• I have run/owned several 
forensic science companies

• I still operate my own company

Me
• I have been attending college 

since 1976
• I have numerous degrees, 

including a BS in Criminal 
Justice

• An MS in Forensic Science and 
one in Administration of Justice 
and Security

• I have maintained a 4.0 GPA
• Whom are you?

– Name
– Interest in course

Ground Rules
• I take role when I want. Be here, or you don’t get 

on the role.
• When I am talking, nobody else is. Go outside.
• Take copious notes, notes might be authorized 

for use during the final test, books cannot. 7-12 
pgs a night.

• Participation is part of grade, that means 
involvement during class, or get a bad grade.

• Gots & Needs paper due at end of each session.
• NO eating or drinking in class.
• Read your assignments or no lab work.
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Life Savers

• Notes can be found at:
– File.ripsomassociates.com

• User name: student
• Password: itt-tech
• Interested in criminal justice files

Ground Rules

• Have fun in this class.
• Be attentive and learn
• I am not a good lecturer, so you must work to 

pay attention and stay awake.
• If you miss a class, you still have a good chance
• If you miss 2 classes, you might pass
• If you miss 3 classes, your toast.
• You have NOT “Seen-It-All”
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MAJOR INSTRUCTIONAL AREAS

• History, structure, and content of criminal 
investigations

• The role of evidence in criminal investigations, 
documentation and presentation of evidence

• The law and criminal investigations
• Tools used by criminal investigators
• Issues involved in specific crime investigations 

(such as murder, sexual assault, arson, etc.)
• The future of criminal investigation

COURSE OBJECTIVES

• Describe the process of criminal investigation.
• Describe the different types of evidence, including 

physical, electronic, and circumstantial, and identify the 
role of each type of evidence in the criminal investigative 
process.

• Discuss the major investigative techniques used in 
criminal investigation.

• Discuss the role of deception by police investigators 
during interrogations and the investigative tools used for 
recognizing deception.

• Describe the process of arresting a suspect.
• Describe the factors related to investigating violent 

crime, including homicide, rape, robbery, and 
kidnapping.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

• Discuss the factors associated with investigating crimes 
related to property.

• Describe the special process of investigating illegal 
drugs, vice, terrorism, and computer crimes.

• Discuss the future possibilities of crime detection and 
criminal investigation.

• Discuss the importance of investigator testimony in court 
proceedings following the completion of an investigation.

• Discuss ethical challenges faced by investigators.
• Apply investigative tools and resources to the criminal 

investigation process.
• Assess various criminal investigative procedures and 

skills using the resources available on the ITT Tech 
Virtual Library.
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Assorted Stuff
• Grading

– Participation = 10%
– Writing          = 30%
– Research     = 30%
– Project/Final = 30%

• Almost NO Quizzes
• Means you MUST 

participate and do 
homework

• Gots & Needs paper.
– At the end of every 

class, each student 
must submit a paper 
with a quick 
explanation of what 
they “got” out of that 
class session, and 
what they still “need”
the class to provide.

– Counts as majority of 
participation grade.

Course of Study
• Week #1

– Basic definition of topic 
• Week #2

– The Initial Investigation
– Records of the Crime Scene

• Week #3
– Direct and Circumstantial 

Evidence
– Records of the Crime Scene
– Laboratory and Technical 

Services
– Informants
– Case Preparation

• Week #4
– Basic Investigative Leads and 

Informants
– Major Investigative 

Techniques
– Interviewing and the Detection 

of Deception

• Week #5
– Interrogation of Suspects

• Week #6
– The Arrest of the Accused Person

• Week #7
– Physical Assaults
– Sexual Assaults
– Robbery
– Arson, Bombings, and Hate 

Crimes
• Week #8

– Property Crimes
• Week #9

– Dangerous Drugs
– Special Investigations

• Week #10
– The Future of Criminal 

Investigation
– The Investigator As Witness and 

Ethical Awareness

Course of Study
• Week #9

– Come to class with clean feet
• Ladies, get your pedicure prior to class
• Gents, get your pedophiles

– We will be imprinting one of your feet, then forming a 
cast from the imprint

– The project will be completed in week #10
– This will be messy, so dress accordingly.

• I will have paper lab coats available if you desire



7

For next week

• Read chapter #1 and 
chapter #3 in the hard 
cover text.

• Due a 1 page paper 
on the case of Mincey
vs. Arizona.
– Involves a search of a 

crime scene after the 
shooting of a cop 

• Specifically why or 
why not, a search 
warrant was required. 

• By the way, I LOVE a 
good crash. If you 
guys have any stuff 
on good crashes, or 
odd signs, I wish you 
would consider 
getting them to me.



8



9



10



11



12

Fingerprint Card

Fingerprint Card
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Play Time

• A tour of the lab and what we will play with
• Learn to roll a fingerprint card

– It will NOT be entered into our AFIS computer
– I will grade it by eye
– Each good print on the card is worth 5 points
– So the more cards you try, the more likely it 

will pass


